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But the world does not always grant our demands.
The course of postulation does not always run smooth.
We cannot tell beforehand whether, and to what extent, a
postulate can be made to work. Compliance with some
of our demands is only extorted from the refractory
material of our * world/ by much effort and ingenuity and
repeated trial. In other cases the confirmation we seek
for remains incomplete, and the usefulness of the postulate
is proportionately restricted. Sometimes again we may
even be forced to desist from a postulate which proves
unworkable.

It follows that we may find postulates (or attempts
at such) in every stage of development. They may
rise from the crudest cravings of individual caprice to
universal desires of human emotion ; they may stop short
at moral, aesthetic, and religious postulates, whose validity
seems restricted to certain attitudes of mind, or aspects
of experience, or they may make their appeal to all
intelligence as such ; their use as principles of the various
sciences may be felt to be methodological, or they may
have attained to a position so unquestioned, useful, and
indispensable, in a word so axiomatic^ that the thought of
their being conceived otherwise never enters our heads.

But even the most exalted of these ap%al avcuTrl&tucToi
T&V pJr] evSexo/jbevav aXXct>9 eyew differ from their humble
relatives in human wishes not in the mode of their genesis,
but in their antiquity, in the scope of their usefulness, in
the amount and character of the confirmation which they
have received in the course of experience, in a word, in
their working and not in their origin. They are the
successful survivors in the process of sifting or * selection'
which has power also over the products of our intellectual
striving.

But it ill becomes them on this account to give them-
selves airs and to regard their position as immutable and
unassailable. For in many cases they retain their hold
over our affections only faute afe mieux. They are the
best assumptions we can work with, but not the best we
can conceive. And some one may some day discover a